
The First 
Sunday after 
Christmas

December 29, 2024
10:30 a.m.

Grace 
and Holy 
Trinity 
Episcopal 
Cathedral

Emerging Star 2, © 2013 Virginia Wieringa, 
virginiawieringa.com, Used by permission.



Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for worship today at Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral. If you are new to the 
Cathedral, we invite you to fill out our welcome card. Welcome cards are available in the pews or fill out 
the online form using the QR code.

Subscribe to Our Newsletter
Sign up for email news about special events, worship and ways to connect with our community. 

Children
Children are welcome in all our services and activities for them are available on a shelf in the back aisle. 
• Childcare for those 4 years old and younger is available in the nursery in Haden Hall.
• For elementary age children, Cathedral Kids meets during the first half of the 10:30 a.m. worship service and during

this time we weave together our sacred stories and our Episcopal identity with the Weaving God’s Promises curriculum!
Children attending Cathedral Kids will meet their parents or guardians inside the tower doors during the passing of the
peace.

• We observe Family Worship one Sunday of each month so there is no Cathedral Kids. Worship Boxes with resources for
children are in the back cross aisle. Upcoming Family Worship Sundays: January 19.

• To get to Haden Hall: From the Tower entry, go up the stairs and straight ahead to the adjoining building. Follow signs or
ask an usher for directions.

Restrooms 
Gendered restrooms are available in Founders’ Hall. A non-gendered and accessible restroom is available at west end 
(rear) of the Cathedral.

Hearing Assist Devices
Connect your Bluetooth enabled devices through the Listen Everywhere app. Detailed instructions are available on the 
table near the entrance. Other (not Bluetooth) hearing assist devices are also available on the table near the entrance. 

Ways to Give
• Give online with the QR code.
• Place in the offering plate. Envelopes are available in the pew racks.
• Text “GIVEtoGHTC” to 73256.

Thank you for your generosity.

Service Notes
Please rise, as able, for portions of the service marked with an asterisk (*). Page numbers listed are from red The Book 
of Common Prayer and hymn numbers are from The Hymnal 1982.

Following the Service
Please join us for a cup of coffee or tea in Founders’ Hall. 

Give Online

Welcome Card or 
Email Sign Up

Our Mission
As the Episcopal Cathedral Church in the heart of Kansas City we seek and serve Christ in 
all people, loving our neighbors as ourselves while striving for justice, peace and respect for 
every human being. Our worship, prayer and formation support the restorative strength of 
our community, reconciling all people to God and one another through Christ. @kccathedral

Please be advised that our services are livesteamed to YouTube. Your participation in the service serves as your consent to the broadcast of 
your image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your participating minor children. 
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Holy Eucharist
 Voluntary: Prelude on Divinum Mysterium Wilbur Held

The Word of God
* Entrance Hymn: 497 “How bright appears the Morning Star”
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Words: William Mercer (1811–1873); after Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608). Music: Wie schön leuchtet, melody att. Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608) arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750).
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity page 355

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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* Song of Praise: 96 “Angels we have heard on high”

Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt. Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887–1958). Copyright: Words: By permission of Fleming H. Revell Company. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-710278.
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* Collect for the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Lesson: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Lector I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise

to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,

and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,

and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name

that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 147 read by alternating half verse page 804

Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!

The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.

He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds.

He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names.

Great is our Lord and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.

The Lord lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground.

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.

 
page 6



He covers the heavens with clouds *
and prepares rain for the earth;

He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *
and green plants to serve mankind.

He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry.

He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;

But the Lord has pleasure in those who fear him, *
in those who await his gracious favor.

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;

For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.

He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.

He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.

He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?

He sends forth his word and melts them; *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!
to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
Lector Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 

Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So 
you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The Word of the Lord

People Thanks be to God. 
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* Gospel Hymn: Evangelical Lutheran Worship “Word of God, come down to earth”

Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919. Music: Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673. Copyright: © James Quinn, SJ, admin. Selah Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278. 
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* The Holy Gospel: John 1:1-18
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Gospeller In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 Sermon 

* The Nicene Creed page 358

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
 and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
 in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* Prayers of the People  from Hear Our Prayer: Prayers of the People for the Revised Common Lectionary

Intercessor Let us pray for ourselves and the world saying, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, your love spoke the world into existence and abides with us still. Give your church the 
hunger to know you, the will to study you, and the hearts to follow you.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For our next bishop, Amy. Watch over her and her family as they prepare to join us in our life and 
ministry. 

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Lord of all nations, bless this nation and all nations this coming year with peace and abundance. May 
we serve the common good.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Lord of all light, make this a season of good news for all those in the world who are persecuted and 
bereaved.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Lord who is constant, grant healing to those who suffer from anxiety and depression, from disease and 
illness and from all manner of things that affect our body, mind, and spirit. We pray especially for those 
on the Cathedral Prayer List and those we now name, either silently or aloud,

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.
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Intercessor Lord, deliver all the dying into the comfort of your eternal kingdom, where suffering is gone and where 
love and restoration are found. We especially pray for those we now name, either silently or aloud,

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Presider  In thanksgiving to you for the love with which you have formed the world, its creatures, and us your 
people; we offer our prayers with the hope of living this life in deep awareness of you, O Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Confession and Absolution page 360

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

* The Peace page 360

Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you.

 Announcements
Celebration Prayer 

All O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence page 376

Presider Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2
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Offertory Anthem: 99 “Go tell it on the mountain” 

Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (b. 1901). Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (b. 1935). Copyright: Music: Arrangement © 1984, Horace 
Clarence Boyer. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B page 367
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Presider  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All S124: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

Presider  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Presider  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with [_________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All AMEN.

 
page 13



Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All S161: The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Communion page 365

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
For gluten-free bread, cross your hands palms down. 
For a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. 

On the first Sunday of each month, prayer for healing is offered at the prayer desk until the close of worship.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your 
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never 
be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

— From The Prayer Book for the Armed Services

Communion Hymn: 82 “Of the Father's love begotten”

Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348–410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818–1866) and Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877), alt. Music: Divinum mysterium, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582; acc. Bruce Neswick (b. 
1956). All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

 
page 15



* Postcommunion Prayer page 366

Presider  Let us pray. 

All Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

* The Blessing

* Dismissal
Following the dismissal,

People Thanks be to God. 
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* Closing Hymn: 100 “Joy to the world”

Words: Isaac Watts (1674–1748), alt. Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685–1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792–1872). All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.
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 Voluntary: Postlude on “God rest ye merry, gentlemen” Wilbur Held

Serving Today

Presider The Rev. W. James Yazell 

Preacher The Rev. Barbara Wegener

Organist Dr. Lucas Fletcher

Lector Henry Galus

Intercessor Paget Higgins

Eucharistic Ministers Kay Woolley, Peter Fortner

Acolytes Curtis Hamilton, Brenda Colburn, Susan Ahn

Ushers Troy Sorbo, Nigel Jones, Mark Colburn, Steve Moore

Greeters Ed Miller, Joan Bergstrom

Altar Guild Paget Higgins, Claudia Risebig, Phaedra Fahnestock, Sharon Hudson

Sound/Livestreaming Kristy Moore, Leticia Porter

Cathedral Kids Bethany Zaiger, Clare Stern-Burbano

Oblation Bearers Ed Miller

Make your year 
end gift by 

December 31, 2024

Thank you 
for your 

generosity in 
2024

Year End Giving
We want to take a moment to express our gratitude for the generous gifts we receive this 
time of year. Your support throughout the year makes our work possible, but during the 
holidays, we are especially aware of your generosity and how it benefits our community. 
You may make your donations online through our website, by placing them in the 
Sunday offering or by mailing to the Cathedral office.
Donations received by mail must be postmarked by December 31 to be included on 
your 2024 contributions. Please note that the Cathedral office will have limited hours between 
December 24-January 1. If you have a question about your pledge or other giving, please 
contact Cathedral Administrator Julie Toma at jtoma@kccathedral.org or 816.214.9936.
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Diaper Drive
for

not having a clean 
diaper can really stink
• Diapers are not covered by government

safety net programs like food stamps,
Medicaid, and WIC.

• An estimated 21,000 children in
our metropolitan area need diaper
assistance (US Census 2020)

• Families with young children
experiencing diaper need report missing
an average of 5.1 workdays per month
because they did not have the required
number of diapers for their child to attend
daycare.

Use group name:
GRACE & HOLY TRINITY 

CATHEDRAL

OR
Bring diapers to the 

barrel in the cross hall
or to the 

basket in the Tower 

Donate diapers directly through 
the happybottoms.org site

JANUARY DIAPER DRIVE FOR HAPPYBOTTOMS
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Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

The below is the weekly calendar produced by the Anglican Communion for 2025. Over the course of each year, we 
pray for each of the provinces of the Communion. For more information, visit iam.ec/prayercycle. 

January 
5 The Church in Wales 
12 The Church of the Province of West Africa 
19 The Church in the Province of the West Indies 
26 The Episcopal/Anglican Province of Alexandria 

February 
2 The Anglican Church in Aotearoa,  

New Zealand, and Polynesia 
9 The Anglican Church of Australia 
16 The Church of Bangladesh 
23 Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil 

March 
2 The Anglican Church of Burundi 
9 The Anglican Church of Canada 
16 The Church of the Province of Central Africa 
23 Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America 
30 Province de L'Eglise Anglicane Du Congo  

April 
6 Iglesia Anglicana de Chile 
13 The Church of England 
20 Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui 
27 The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean 

May 
4 The Church of Ireland 
11 Nippon Sei Ko Kai 
18 The Episcopal Church in  

Jerusalem & The Middle East 
25 The Anglican Church of Kenya 

June 
1 The Anglican Church of Korea 
8 The Anglican Church of Melanesia 
15 La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico 
22 Igreja Anglicana de Mocambique e Angola 
29 The Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma) 

July 
6 The Church of Nigeria 
13 The Church of North India (United) 
20 The Church of Pakistan (United) 
27 The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea 

August 
3 The Episcopal Church in the Philippines 
10 Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda 
17 The Scottish Episcopal Church 
24 The Church of the Province of South East Asia 
31 The Church of South India (United) 

September 
7 The Anglican Church of Southern Africa 
14 The Anglican Church of South America 
21 Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan 
28 Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan 

October 
5 The Anglican Church of Tanzania 
12 The Church of the Province of Uganda 
19 The Episcopal Church 
26 The Church in Wales 

November 
2 The Church of the Province of West Africa 
9 The Church in the Province of the West Indies 
16 The Episcopal/Anglican Province of Alexandria 
23 The Anglican Church in Aotearoa,  

New Zealand, and Polynesia 
30 The Anglican Church of Australia 

December 
7 The Church of Bangladesh 
14 Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil 
21 The Anglican Church of Burundi 
28 The Anglican Church of Canada 
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For the complete prayer list: kccathedral.org/prayers
To place a person on this prayer list, please contact Deacon Barbara Wegener, bwegener@kccathedral.org. 

Requests are held in prayer for 90 days.

Cathedral Prayer List

December 29
Patrick Franken
Charlotte & Frank
 Colburn

December 30
Nora Elisabeth
James McCaffree

Bob & Tara Bennett
Caroline & 
 Premkumar John

December 31
Steve Davis
Phyllis Shaffer

January 1
Mike Bennett
Emily Akins & 
 Sergio Moreno-
 Denton

January 2
Day & Whitney Kerr

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries

Please contact the Cathedral office if we 
have omitted your birthday or anniversary:  
jtoma@kccathedral.org or 816.474.8260.

Cathedral Staff: The Very Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Keyse, Dean; The Rev. W. James Yazell, Associate Priest; The Rev. Barbara Wegener, Deacon; Dr. Lucas Fletcher, Director of Music; Clare Stern-
Burbano, College, Youth & Children’s Minister; Julie Toma, Cathedral Administrator; Melissa Kilpatrick, Communications Coordinator; Holly Campbell, Events Coordinator; Steve Berman, Finance 
Coordinator; Dr. Joan Bergstrom, Sacristan & Volunteer Coordinator; Angie Graham, Facility Manager; Bianca Jackson, Assistant Facility Manager; The Very Rev. Peter J. DeVeau, Dean Emeritus; 
Canon John Schaefer, Canon Musician Emeritus

The Vestry: Steve Moore, Senior Warden, smoore@rdm.law; Valerie Johnson, Junior Warden, johnson_jb@hotmail.com; Chip Buckner, Treasurer; Blain Lagergren, Clerk; Julie Brogno; 
Sharon Cheers; Sara Copeland; Pat Decker; Nigel Jones; Paula Livingston-Lewis; Mathias Nichols; Charles Shipley; Michael Thomas

Pray for: Pray for: Gail; Leesa Fanning; Lisa Helgenkamp; Mary Sklar; Sherry and Randy Mueller; Diego Garcia; Melanie Boyd; 
Darvin Weaver; Kendal Van Scoyk; D’angelo and Deondra; Ralph and Billie; Kurt Brack; All impacted by recent hurricanes; Holiday 
Travelers; Betty Loy; Sally Livengood; LaGreta Gitta; Phineas Gitta; Anne Huston Hayes; Isaiah Fanning; First Responders; Gloria 
Stocks; Jim Royer; Thaddeus Samuel Withers; Larry McMullen; All those fighting cancer; Doyle White; Mike Barzee & Family; Joyce 
Morrow; All families affected by gun violence; Charlotte Colburn 

Comfort and Peace: the family and friends of Lynn Schneider; the family and friends of James Shaffer; the family and friends of 
Bonita White; the family and friends of Donald Bradley; the family and friends of Robert Boehm; the family and friends of The Rev. 
Tim Murphy; the Welch and Immenschuh families; all families affected by gun violence 

Pray for the Departed: Lynn Schneider; Bonita White; James Shaffer; Donald Bradley; Gabriel Kney; Robert Boehm; The Rev. Tim 
Murphy; Joann Immenschuh; for all those lost in war; for all who have died from gun violence 

Diocesan Prayer Cycle: St. Oswald’s-in-the Fields Episcopal Church, Skidmore—Mrs. Jordyn Pankau-Dreher, Bishop’s Warden
Diocesan Finance Committee & Treasurer, Mr. Tom Kokjer

Weekly Flower Donations

Donations toward the weekly flowers can be given by 
anyone who wants to acknowledge special events or 
people in their lives. Gifts are accepted in any amount. 
You can mail a check to the Cathedral office, put your 
donation in a flower envelope and place in the offering 
or make a payment through our online payment site. 

See kccathedral.org/flowers for more information or 
contact Julie Toma, jtoma@kccathedral.org.

Weekly Services
Sundays: 8 (in person) & 10:30 a.m. (in person/online)—Holy Eucharist; 5 p.m.—Order for Evening & Holy Eucharist/Choral 

Evensong (in person). Wednesdays: Noon—Noonday Prayer (online); 12:05 p.m. (in person)—Holy Eucharist. 
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Children
Formation Class • 9:15 a.m.
No formation 12/29 or 1/5!
Join us for formation hour and wonder about God with your 
friends and teachers and hear sacred stores as told with the 
help of Godly Play resources! 

Cathedral Kids • 10:30 a.m. 
Cathedral Kids meets during the first half of the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service and during this time we weave together our 
sacred stories and our Episcopal identity with the Weaving 
God’s Promises curriculum! Children attending Cathedral Kids 
will meet their parents or guardians inside the tower doors 
during the passing of the peace. 

Questions? Contact Clare, childrensformation@kccathedral.org 
for more information.

Adult Formation

GHTC’s Virtual Cafe • 7:30 a.m. 
Please join us for our weekly conversation in GHTC’s Virtual Cafe! 
Tuesday mornings from 7:30–9 a.m. For details, visit kccathedral.
org/other-activities.

Women’s Bible Study • 12:30 p.m. 
Conversation is lively, thought-provoking, and often irreverent. 
All are welcome. Visit the WBS page, kccathedral.org/
adultformation/wbs for more information.

Lectionary Bible Study • 6:45 p.m.
We study the lessons for the upcoming Sunday. Join the 
Lectionary Bible Study group in Realm or visit the LBS page, 
kccathedral.org/adultformation/lbs for more details.

Tuesday

Sunday
The Path
Sundays • 9:15 a.m. • Common Room • No formation 12/29 or 1/5!
New attendees welcome at any time!
In our Adult Formation this year we will take a journey using 
Forward Movement’s The Path, an excerpted version of the Bible 
that covers most of the major stories chronologically. Through 
The Path, we will become familiar with the grand overarching 
narrative of the entire Bible. We will learn the story of God’s 
extraordinary and unrelenting love for us in its many dimensions. 
Copies of The Path are available in the Cathedral Bookstore if you 
would like to own a personal copy. Each chapter will be printed 
out weekly and made available so that everyone can follow along.

Youth

No 

formation 

12/29 or 

1/5!
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Socks & Gloves Drive
During the months of November and December, 
Outreach will be collecting warm socks and 
gloves for both men and women.  These will be 
donated to Shelter KC at both the men’s and 
women’s centers.

In partnership with 
St. Paul’s on Main, 
we have been invited 
to a new volunteer 
opportunity once a 

month on Saturday mornings at St. Paul’s from approximately 
9:30 a.m. to noon. This is to assist with distribution of TEFAP 
(The Emergency Food Assistance Program). 

Upcoming TEFAP dates are January 18, February 15 and 
March 15. For additional information on TEFAP, please visit 
kccathedral.org/outreach.

To volunteer or for more information, contact Deacon 
Barbara 816.739.8032 or bwegener@kccathedral.org.

Winter Chili & Game Night: Friday, 
January 10, 6 p.m.
Warm up on a winter night with fun, food and 

fellowship as we share our favorite chili recipes 

and enjoy games for all ages. Bring your best chili, 

whether it’s a secret family recipe or a creative twist. 

As we savor each bowl, engage in games that promise 

laughter and joy for everyone. You are invited for the 

chance to connect with friends, share stories, and 

create lasting memories in a warm atmosphere! Sign 

up at kccathedral.org/upcoming-events. All are 

welcome whether you sign up or not. Signups help with 

planning.

Sunday, January 
26

In-person & Online

There will only 
be ONE service, at 

10:30 a.m., on Sunday, 
January 26, immediately followed by the meeting. 

• Formation is still meeting at 9:15 a.m.
• We will gather as a parish family of all ages to 

celebrate Eucharist, then stay for the meeting.
• Be ready to celebrate some of our amazing ministries, 

as well as honoring outgoing and electing new Vestry 
members.
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Announcements

Today’s Focal St. John’s Bible Illumination: 

“Birth of Christ” Illumination (Luke Frontispiece)

Today’s Old Testament and Gospel liturgical texts focus on Samuel’s and Jesus’ early 
expressions of vocational commitment at the centers of worship for the communities 
they would serve—for Samuel this was the tabernacle at Shiloh and for Jesus the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Saint John’s Bible has no artwork specific to either of these texts. 
However, Luke will supply the Gospel liturgical texts for most Sundays until Holy Week, 
so it seems appropriate today to focus on the “Birth of Christ” illumination which is the 
frontispiece for the Gospel of Luke.

The centerpiece of this illumination is the shaft of gold emanating from the manger 
designed to dramatize the revelation of the divine. Mary, shepherds, a king, animals, 
and heavenly beings (i.e., all heaven and earth) observe the scene with expressions of 
awe and amazement. Note that here the shepherds are women and children, likely the 
persons who often served as shepherds in Jesus’ day. The ram standing in front of the 
manger is a reminder of the important role shepherds and sheep play throughout the 
Bible.

This illumination includes many elements referencing other illuminations in Saint 
John’s Bible such as the angels from the “Jacob’s Ladder” illumination of Genesis 28, the stars from the “Abraham and Sarah” 
illumination of Genesis 15, and the filigree, a common feature in many of the Bible’s illuminations. This is done to convey the idea 
that God’s promise is being fulfilled—the gulf between heaven and earth is being bridged.

The figures gathered around the manger express the coexistence of the earthly and the spiritual in this divine act. Besides the long 
history of sacrifice associated with the sheep, there is the role of the donkey in the trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem as well as the 
triumphal entry on Palm Sunday. Also, note the ox in the foreground, which is modeled on the Neolithic cave paintings at Lascaux, 
France. It was traditional in medieval manuscripts for each evangelist to be assigned a figure – Matthew represented as a man, 
Mark as a lion, John as an eagle, and Luke as an ox.

The “Birth of Christ” illumination employs the shaft of gold to capture the effect of the Epiphany – the sudden revelation and 
awareness of a larger truth. Here it expresses the truth of God’s love and presence in the world through the incarnation. The 
vertical shaft of gold extending upward from the manger is transected by the perpendicular line of angels to form a cross. This 
reminds the viewer that the crucifixion is tied to Jesus’ birth and stands at the core of why Christ came.

Finally, in capital letters across the bottom of the panel is Zechariah’s prophecy, “By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on 
high will break upon us …” (Luke 1:78). The illumination is capped by the song of the angels, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” 
Every part of this highlights the liturgical nature of this gospel story and its centrality in the life of the church.

Prayer for the Transition of Our Next Bishop 

Gracious and Loving God, we give thanks for the election of our next Bishop, Amy. Watch over Amy, her husband Jared, 
and their children Elise, Jacob, and Woodrow as they prepare to leave friends, colleagues, and neighbors to join us here in the 
Diocese of West Missouri. Open our hearts to receive your inspiration and wisdom so that we may joyfully welcome them into 
our life and ministry in You. This we ask in grateful thanksgiving. AMEN.
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