
Grace and Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral

The Eve of the Nativity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ

10 p.m.

Cover art: Star of Wonder 2, © 2014; Virginia Wieringa, virginiawieringa.com, Used by permission.



Welcome to Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Cathedral!  
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

The celebration of the Nativity of our Lord is such a wonderful time to give thanks for our family and friends. 
This time of year is so special and sacred, and a time that we, as Christians, hold dear for remembering our 
salvation through the birth of Jesus. God gave us a great gift on that quiet night in Bethlehem, and we continue to 
enjoy it as we receive it over and over each year. God’s love for us is beyond anything we can imagine, and the best 
way we can respond to it is to love back. As Christ loves us, we are called to love one another. At this most sacred 
time of year I wish you peace, happiness, good health and great joy throughout this season and the New Year. 
May this season be a blessed one for all of you, and may the warmth of Christ’s light fill you with all hope.

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for worship today at Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral. If you are new to the 
Cathedral, we invite you to fill out our welcome card. Welcome cards are available in the pews or fill out 
the online form using the QR code.

Subscribe to Our Newsletter
Sign up for email news about special events, worship and ways to connect with our community. 

Children
Children are welcome in all our services and activities for them are available on a shelf in the back aisle. 

Restrooms 
Gendered restrooms are available in Founders’ Hall. A non-gendered and accessible restroom is available at west end 
(rear) of the Cathedral.

Hearing Assist Devices
Connect your Bluetooth enabled devices through the Listen Everywhere app. Detailed instructions are available on the 
table near the entrance. Other (not Bluetooth) hearing assist devices are also available on the table near the entrance. 

Service Notes
Please rise, as able, for portions of the service marked with an asterisk (*). Page numbers listed are from red The Book 
of Common Prayer and hymn numbers are from The Hymnal 1982.

Welcome Card or 
Email Sign Up

Please be advised that our services are livesteamed to YouTube. Your participation in the service serves as your consent to the broadcast of your image 
and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your participating minor children.

Our Mission
As the Episcopal Cathedral Church in the heart of Kansas City we seek and serve Christ in 
all people, loving our neighbors as ourselves while striving for justice, peace and respect for 
every human being. Our worship, prayer and formation support the restorative strength of 
our community, reconciling all people to God and one another through Christ. @kccathedral
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Festival Holy Eucharist
	 Voluntaries 

“Cradle Song”	 Henry Ley
“Le petit Berger” 	 Claude Debussy
Prelude on This endris nyght	 Healey Willan
“What child is this”	 Traditional

	 Introit: “Of the Father’s love begotten”	 Plainsong

Of the Father’s love begotten  
ere the worlds began to be,  
He is Alpha and Omega; 
He the source, the ending He,  

of the things that are, that have been,  
and that future years shall see  
evermore and evermore! 

—Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius; Translation: John Mason Neale

Christmas Offering
Fifty percent of the Christmas offering is always donated to one or more organizations that are doing good in our world. This 
year the offering for outreach will be donated to the Global Birthing Home Foundation and Nourish KC. Please 
consider making a generous and sacrificial gift. The remainder of the offering is used for the mission and ministry 
of the Cathedral. 

Offerings may be placed in the offering plate, made securely online (kccathedral.org, click on “Give” or scan the 
QR code), by texting “GIVETOGHTC christmas” to 73256.
About texting to give: This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard 
text message and data rates may apply. Privacy Policy - https://legal.acst.com/privacy-policy Terms of Service - https://legal.acst.com/terms-service-use

Global Birthing Home Foundation’s Maison de Naissance
Reducing Maternal and Infant Mortality Rates in Haiti One Community at a Time 

Maison de Naissance, “Home of Birth,” sponsored by Global Birthing Home Foundation, is a modern 
maternal health center supporting healthy mothers and healthy babies in Haiti. Their 100% Haitian staff 
provides high quality medical care in a welcoming and culturally appropriate environment, coupled with 
ongoing community oriented support, to ensure that patients receive the best care possible.

Please donate generously so Maison de Naissance maternal and infant health center can continue to provide 
respectful, affordable, culturally appropriate care and emergency relief supplies to thousands of women and 
infants in the Torbeck region of southwest Haiti, regardless of their background and circumstances.
 

Nourish KC
Empowering Communities Through Food

Started in the basement of the Cathedral as the “hot food program,” the Kansas City Community Kitchen 
is still feeding the hungry in Kansas City as Nourish KC.

At Nourish KC, they believe in the power of food to transform lives, empower individuals, and create 
thriving communities. For 35 years, they have been a cornerstone of Kansas City, working to eliminate 
hunger and improve nutrition. Their mission goes beyond food distribution—it is about building 
connections, fostering hope, and driving meaningful change. Through innovative programs, strategic 
partnerships, and the efforts of our dedicated volunteers, Nourish KC addresses hunger while tackling its 
root causes. Every meal prepared and every pantry item distributed reflects our commitment to a future 
where everyone, regardless of their circumstances, has access to nutritious food.

Christmas Offering
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The Word of God
*	Entrance Hymn: 83 “O come, all ye faithful”

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain]
Words: John Francis Wade (1711–1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802–1880) and others. Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711–1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. 
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*	Opening Acclamation
Presider	 Alleluia. Unto us a child is born.

People 		 Unto us a Son is given. Alleluia.

*	Song of Praise: 96 “Angels we have heard on high”

Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt. Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887–1958). Copyright: Words: By permission of Fleming H. Revell Company. 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.
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*	 Collect of the Day
Presider	 The Lord be with you.

People		  And also with you. 

Presider 	 Let us pray. 

		  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

	 The Lessons

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7
Lector		  The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

		  The Word of the Lord.

People		  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 96  sung by the choir; chant by David Hurd	 page 725

Sing to the Lord a new song; *
	 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
	 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations *
	 and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
	 he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
	 but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
	 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
	 ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
	 bring offerings and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
	 let the whole earth tremble before him.
Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! *
	 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.”
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
	 let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, *
	 when he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness *
	 and the peoples with his truth.

Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14
Lector		  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while 
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

The Word of the Lord.

People		  Thanks be to God. 
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*	Gospel Hymn: 89 “It came upon the midnight clear”
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Words: Edmund H. Sears (1810–1876), alt. Music: Carol, Richard Storrs Willis (1819–1900).

*	Anthem: “Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light”	 Johann Sebastian Bach
Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light, and usher in the morning; 
Ye shepherds, shrink not with affright, but hear the angel’s warning. 
This Child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall be;  
the pow’r of Satan breaking, 
our peace eternal making. 	 —Text: Johann Rist; Translation: John Troutbeck

*	The Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
Deacon		 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon		 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.

People		  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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	 Sermon

*	The Nicene Creed	 page 358 

	 All		  We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light,
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
	 Through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
		  he suffered death and was buried.
		  On the third day he rose again
			   in accordance with the Scriptures;
		  he ascended into heaven
			   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*	Prayers of the People
Deacon		 Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe, wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. 

		  On this holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host, that 
we may sing your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds, that we may find the one for 
whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal light, God forever and ever. Amen.

Intercessor	 On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all those in need.

		  Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless all those who are 
entrusted with Christian ministry that your Word might be proclaimed with truth and courage across 
our world.  We pray especially for Sean our Presiding Bishop, Diane our Bishop Provisional, Amy our 
Bishop Elect; and for all bishops and other ministers.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.
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Intercessor	 Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honoring the earth and its diverse races, cultures, and 
religions, we may celebrate the light of this holy night.   

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Grant reconciliation to those besought with conflict and violence, that they may live in the peace of 
this holy night.  We pray especially for those affected by war or gun violence.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with your tender care all who 
wander or have no place to lay their head, that they may experience the hope of this holy night.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Let us pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who find this season a source 
of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick, especially those we mention now, either silently or 
aloud, that they may feel the comfort of this holy night.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Let us pray for parents, families, and newborn infants. Strengthen families in the bonds of love and 
commitment, that they may delight in the joy of this holy night.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your presence, that we 
may be transformed by the new birth of this holy night.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers of the Word made flesh. Give us 
grace to follow your holy ones in lives of faith and commitment, that we may we join with the hosts of 
heaven in singing the praises of this holy night.

		  Lord in your mercy,

People		  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 O God, grant us all these things for the sake of him who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People		  Amen.

Presider	 O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that 
we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes 
to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

*	The Peace 	 page 360

Presider	  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People 		  And also with you.

	 Welcome and Announcements
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	 The Holy Communion
We invite you to donate to the Christmas Offering today. Checks may be made out to GHTC with “Christmas Offering” in the memo 
line or use the Christmas offering envelope. You can also give online (link/QR code on page 3). Fifty percent of the Christmas offering 
will go to the Global Birthing Foundation and Nourish KC. Thank you for you generosity.

	 Offertory Sentence					     page 376

Presider 	 Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2

	 Offertory Anthem: “What sweeter music”	 Richard Rodney Bennett
What sweeter music can we being than a carol, for to sing the birth of this our heavenly king? Awake the voice! Awake 
the string! 
We see him come, and know him ours, who with his sunshine and his showers turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away and give the honour to this day, that sees December turned to May, if we may ask 
the reason, say: 
We see him come, and know him ours, who with his sunshine and his showers turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
The darling of the world is come, and fit it is we find a room to welcome him, The nobler part of all the house here is 
the heart:
 We see him come, and know him ours, who with his sunshine and his showers turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
Which we will give him, and bequeath his holly and this ivy wreath, to do him honour who's our king, and Lord of all 
this reveling. 
We see him come, and how him ours, who with his sunshine and his showers turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this our heavenly king?

—Text: Robert Herrick
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*	Offertory Hymn: 105 “God rest you merry, gentlemen”

Words: London carol, 18th cent. Music: God Rest You Merry, melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944). Copyright: Words: By permission of Fleming H. Revell Company. All 
Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

*	The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B	 page 367

		

Presider	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

		  Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

		  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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All		  S125: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

Presider	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

		  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

		  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

		  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All		  We remember his death, 
		  We proclaim his resurrection,
		  We await his coming in glory;

Presider	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with [_________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All		  AMEN.
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Presider 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All		  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
			   hallowed be thy Name, 
			   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
				    on earth as it is in heaven. 
		  Give us this day our daily bread. 
		  And forgive us our trespasses,
			   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
		  And lead us not into temptation, 
			   but deliver us from evil.
		  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
			   and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
	

*	Breaking of the Bread
Presider	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

		  S161: The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

Presider 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

	 Communion 
All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
Intinction of wafers is offered, if desired. For gluten-free bread, cross your hands palms down. 
For a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your 
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never 
be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
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	 Communion Hymn: 79 “O little town of Bethlehem”

Words: Phillips Brooks (1835–1893). Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831–1908). All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.
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	 Communion Hymn: 81 “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”

Words: St. 1–2 German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (1851–1934). St. 3, Friedrich Layritz (1808–1859): tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth (1845–1925); ver. Hymnal 1940. Music: Es ist ein Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche 
Kirchengesäng, 1599; harm. Michael Praetorius (1571–1621). All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

page 17



	 Communion Hymn: 112 “In the bleak midwinter”

Words: Christina Rossetti (1830–1894). Music: Cranham, Gustav Theodore Holst (1874–1934).

page 18



*	Postcommunion Prayer	 page 366

Presider	 Let us pray. 

All		  Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

*	Candle Lighting
Please pass the flame to your neighbor.

*	Anthem: “Sleeps Judea Fair”	 Hugh A. MacKinnon

Sleeps Judea fair, 
Bides the Christ Child there: 
Shepherds, haste ye! flocks forsaking, 
swift your way to Him be taking, 
Babe, of Israel’s prayer.

Christ from God is come, 
Choosing earthly home: 
Royal pomp and splendor never, 
But with love which naught can sever, 
He will heal the dumb; 
Christ from God is come.

Lowly bend the knee, 
Thou from sin set free: 
Let the Christ Child, meekly smiling, 
Infantwise all woe beguiling, 
Grant His grace to thee!

—Text: Hugh A. MacKinnon

*	Blessing of a Crèche
Presider	 The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us:

People		  And we beheld his glory.

Presider	 Let us pray.

		  O God our Creator, to restore our fallen race you spoke the effectual word, and the Eternal Word 
became flesh in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary: be pleased to bless and hallow this image of his 
sacred birth, so that those who gaze upon it may behold this mystery, whereby humanity shares in 
your very nature; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*	Hymn: 111 “Silent night, holy night”

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792–1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820–1885). Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787–1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824–1910). 

Please extinguish your candle. Following the service, place your candle in one of the baskets near the exits.

*	Christmas Blessing
Presider	 May Almighty God, whose Son was sent to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 

scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.
	 May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 

make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
	 May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace 

and favor. Amen.
	 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever. Amen.
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*	Dismissal	 page 366
The Deacon dismisses the people.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

*	Sending Hymn: 87 “Hark! the herald angels sing” 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707–1788), alt. Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831–1915).  

	 Voluntary: In dulci jubilo, BWV 729	 J.S. Bach
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Serving Today
Presider	 The Rev. W. James Yazell
Preacher	 The Very Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Keyse
Deacon	 The Rev. Barbara Wegener	
Musicians	 The Trinity Choir, Mary Mullis Keyse, Dr. Lucas Fletcher
Lector 	 Donna Knoell
Intercessor	 Jonathan Sternberg
Eucharistic Ministers	 Charles Shipley, Ed Miller
Acolytes	 Harrison Mattson, Victoria Porter, Curtis Hamilton
Ushers	 Nigel Jones, Troy Sorbo, Richard Fanolio, Oreste Minme, Gary Brandt, John Braum
Altar Guild	 Leticia Porter, Jennifer Mason
Verger	 Glen Wesner
Livestreaming/Sound 	 Chris Morrison, Christine Morrison

Thank you to all the volunteers who help make our Christmas services successful. You are greatly appreciated!

Make your year 
end gift by 

December 31, 2024

Thank you 
for your 

generosity in 
2024

Year End Giving
We want to take a moment to express our gratitude for the generous gifts we receive this 
time of year. Your support throughout the year makes our work possible, but during the 
holidays, we are especially aware of your generosity and how it benefits our community. 
You may make your donations online through our website, by placing them in the Sunday 
offering or by mailing to the Cathedral office.
Donations received by mail must be postmarked by December 31 to be included on 
your 2024 contributions. Please note that the Cathedral office will have limited hours between 
December 24-January 1. If you have a question about your pledge or other giving, please 
contact Cathedral Administrator Julie Toma at jtoma@kccathedral.org or 816.214.9936.

Winter Chili & Game Night
Friday, January 10 • 6 p.m.
Warm up on a winter night with fun, food and fellowship as we 
share our favorite chili recipes and enjoy games for all ages. Bring 
your best chili, whether it’s a secret family recipe or a creative 
twist. As we savor each bowl, engage in games that promise 
laughter and joy for everyone. You are invited for the chance to 
connect with friends, share stories, and create lasting memories 
in a warm atmosphere! 
Sign up at kccathedral.org/upcoming-events. All are welcome 
whether you sign up or not. Sign ups help with planning.

Take home a 2025 calendar today.
Keep up to date with Cathedral events and service. 

The calendar features the liturgical calendar on one side 
and major Cathedral events on the other side.
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Thanksgivings and 
Memorials for

Flowers and Greens
•	 in celebration of our families by Janet & Ric Sweeting

•	 in memory of Lillian & John Knoell, Marie Knoell and Florence & Merritt Royer by Donna Knoell & Jim Royer

•	 in thanksgiving for our children Siras & Mary Mullis by Beth & Andy Keyse by Andy & Beth Keyse

•	 in memory of Ira & Josephine Morgan by Rev. Dr. Dennis B. Morgan

•	 in thanksgiving for family — past, present & future by Page & Bruce Reed

•	 in thanksgiving for my family by Carolyn McLeroy

•	 in memory of Rich & Minnie Denny by Denny, Kent & Denny Brisley

•	 in thanksgiving for our children and grandchildren and Barbara Liming by Michael & Cathy Thomas

•	 in memory of Charles & Mary Thomas and Lloyd Liming by Michael & Cathy Thomas

•	 in memory of John M. Brown by Peg Brown

•	 in thanksgiving for the Cathedral Staff: Julie, Steve B., James, Melissa, Clare, Holly, Joan, Barbara, Lucas, Angie, 
Bianca, Mike, Brian, Farzana and John by Dean Andy

•	 in thanksgiving for my family by Sharon Hudson

•	 in memory of Liza Townsend and Landon Rowland by Guy Townsend

•	 in thanksgiving for the Trinity Choir by Jan Duncan

•	 in memory of Charles, Leona & Warren by Jan Duncan

•	 in memory of Harley Miller and my parents by Pat Miller

•	 in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Howard W. Keyse, Mr. & Mrs. Siras A. Stocks, Mr. & Mrs. Carl F. Grauer, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph 
L. Johnson, Dr. S. Allan Stocks by Beth & Andy Keyse

•	 in memory of Willie Joe Finnie Jr. by Jackye Finnie

•	 in thanksgiving for my family and in memory of Jinny McCoy by 

•	 in memory of Jeri Bugh, Jesse Hockett, Gretrude Lewandowski and Alice Lindquist by the Lewandowski family

•	 in thanksgiving for our families by Sheila Denton and Patti Ryder

•	 in thanksgiving for our grandchildren Ryan and Brooke by Dr. and Mrs. John Nelson
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Use group 
name:

GRACE & 
HOLY TRINITY 
CATHEDRAL

OR

ORBring diapers to the barrel in the cross 
hall or to the basket in the Tower 

Donate diapers directly through 
the happybottoms.org site

JANUARY DIAPER DRIVE FOR HAPPYBOTTOMS
not having a clean diaper can really stink
•	 Diapers are not covered by government safety net programs like food stamps, Medicaid, and WIC.
•	 1 in 2 families in KC can’t afford diapers
•	 Families with young children experiencing diaper need report missing an average of 5.1 workdays per 

month because they did not have the required number of diapers for their child to attend daycare.

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Celebration

January 18

Luncheon & Fundraiser
11 a.m. • Founders’ Hall

Evensong Service
4 p.m. • Cathedral Nave

The Diocese of West Missouri invites you to join us for luncheon fundraiser and Evensong 
Service in celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The luncheon and fundraiser supports The Reverend Canon Edward L. Warner Chapter of the 
Union of Black Episcopalians of West Missouri. Tickets are available for the luncheon fundraiser 
at $40.
The Most Rev. Michael Curry is the guest preacher for the service of Evensong. 
Buy your lunch tickets or RSVP to the service here: diowestmo.org/events
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