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Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for worship today at Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral. If you are new to the 
Cathedral, we invite you to fill out our welcome card. Welcome cards are available in the pews or fill out 
the online form using the QR code.

Subscribe to Our Newsletter
Sign up for email news about special events, worship and ways to connect with our community. 

Children
Children are welcome in all our services and activities for them are available on a shelf in the back aisle. 
• Childcare for those 4 years old and younger is available in the nursery in Haden Hall.
• For elementary age children, Cathedral Kids meets during the first half of the 10:30 a.m. worship service and during this

time we weave together our sacred stories and our Episcopal identity with the Weaving God’s Promises curriculum!
Children attending Cathedral Kids will meet their parents or guardians inside the tower doors during the passing of the
peace.

• We observe Family Worship one Sunday of each month so there is no Cathedral Kids. Worship Boxes with resources for
children are in the back cross aisle.

• To get to Haden Hall: From the Tower entry, go up the stairs and straight ahead to the adjoining building. Follow signs or
ask an usher for directions.

Restrooms 
Gendered restrooms are available in Founders’ Hall. A non-gendered and accessible restroom is available at west end 
(rear) of the Cathedral.

Hearing Assist Devices
Connect your Bluetooth enabled devices through the Listen Everywhere app. Detailed instructions are available on the 
table near the entrance. Other (not Bluetooth) hearing assist devices are also available on the table near the entrance. 

Ways to Give
• Give online with the QR code.
• Place in the offering plate. Envelopes are available in the pew racks.
• Text “GIVEtoGHTC” to 73256.

Thank you for your generosity.

Service Notes
Please rise, as able, for portions of the service marked with an asterisk (*). Page numbers listed are from red The Book 
of Common Prayer and hymn numbers are from The Hymnal 1982.

Following the Service
Please join us for a cup of coffee or tea in Founders’ Hall. 

Give Online

Welcome Card or 
Email Sign Up

Our Mission
As the Episcopal Cathedral Church in the heart of Kansas City we seek and serve Christ in 
all people, loving our neighbors as ourselves while striving for justice, peace and respect for 
every human being. Our worship, prayer and formation support the restorative strength of 
our community, reconciling all people to God and one another through Christ. @kccathedral

Please be advised that our services are livesteamed to YouTube. Your participation in the service serves as your consent to the broadcast of 
your image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your participating minor children. 
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Holy Eucharist
 Voluntary: Prelude on Veni Emmanuel Philip Moore

The Word of God
* Entrance Hymn: 66 “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”

Words: Charles Wesley (1707–1788). Music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793–1870), alt. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity page 355

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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* S86 Kyrie eleison

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* Collect for the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a
Lector You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me

one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,

from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return

to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 15, The Song of Mary Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55 sung by the choir, chant by Thomas Attwood page 91

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10
Lector When Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to 
do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The Word of the Lord

People Thanks be to God. 
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* Gospel Hymn: 249 “To the Name of our salvation”

Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861. Music: Grafton, melody from Chants ordinaires de l’Office Divin, 1861; harm. Songs of Praise, 1925. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.
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* The Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-45
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Gospeller In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 Sermon 

* The Nicene Creed page 358

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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* Prayers of the People  from Hear Our Prayer: Prayers of the People for the Revised Common Lectionary

Intercessor May our hearts leap for joy as we again assemble in prayer to await the Lord’s coming. With Mary, may 
our souls proclaim God’s greatness as we say, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the church: As the celebration of your incarnation draws near, we remember the many 
ways your revelation is lifted up and we pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ throughout the 
world, and especially for those whose very faith endangers their lives.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For our next bishop, Amy. Watch over her and her family as they prepare to join us in our life and 
ministry. 

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For an end to violence, oppression, and injustice: As you lead us, Lord, from darkness to light, may we 
be among those who exalt the lowly and fill the hungry with good things, rooting out the proud of 
heart and drawing courage from the power of your arm.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For our own spirits: May our hearts be magnified and may this season of Advent stir in us such faith 
that we may be your light in a darkened world.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For this community: May we welcome the stranger and be drawn to a bright future in service to you, 
while also remembering and honoring those in the past who guided us into faith.

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the sick and suffering: May they find healing and peace. We especially pray for those we now name, 
either silently or aloud,

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the dead and those on the threshold of death. May they and we be welcomed into the place of glory 
our Lord has prepared for us. We especially pray for those we now name, either silently or aloud,

Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Presider  Lord, we gather up the prayers of this household, confident in your promise to be with us always. Guide  
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us in wisdom and faith; that we might live into the life created for us, trusting in your will. All this we 
ask through your Son, our redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Confession and Absolution page 360

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

* The Peace page 360

Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you.

 Announcements
Celebration Prayer 

All O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence page 376

Presider Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Anthem: “Surely the Lord will come”   Gerre Hancock
text: Philippians 2 and The Benedictus Antiphon for Advent IV

Kyrie eleison.
The Lord will surely come and not delay, 
and He will bring to light the things hidden in 
darkness.

The Lord will surely come, 
and will manifest Himself to all nations.
Kyrie eleison.

Therefore work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling,
That you may be blameless and innocent,
Children of God without blemish.
The Lord will surely come.
Kyrie eleison.
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* Presentation Hymn: 264 “The Word whom earth and sea and sky adore” verse 4

Words: Latin, 7th–8th cent.; sts. 1 and 3–4, tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1818–1866); st. 2, tr. Anne K. LeCroy (b. 1930). Music: Song 34, melody and bass Orlando Gibbons (1563–1625); harm. The English 
Hymnal, 1906, alt. Copyright: Words: Sts.1,3,4 By permission of Hymns Ancient and Modern Limited. St.2 © 1982, Anne LeCroy. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B page 367

Presider  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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All S124: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

Presider  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Presider  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with [_________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All AMEN.
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Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All S161: The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Communion page 365

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
For gluten-free bread, cross your hands palms down. 
For a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. 

On the first Sunday of each month, prayer for healing is offered at the prayer desk until the close of worship.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your 
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never 
be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

— From The Prayer Book for the Armed Services

Communion Anthem: “Tota pulchra es”  Howard Helvey
text: the five antiphons for II. Vespers of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Tota pulchra es Maria, 
Et macula originalis non est in te.
Vestimentum tuum candidum quasi nix,
Et facies tua sicut sol. 
Tu gloria Jerusalem 
Tu laetitia Israel 
Tu honorificenti populi nostri.
Benedicta es tu, Virgo Maria,
A Domino Deo, Deo excelso
Prae omnibus mulieribus super terram.
Trahe nos Virgo immaculata, 
post te curremus in odorem unguentorum tuorum.

Thou art fair, O Mary,
And the stain of original sin is not in thee.
Your vestments are as white as snow, 
And your face is like the sun.
Thou art the glory of Jerusalem,
And joy of Israel,
And the honor of our people.
Thou art blessed, Virgin Mary,
By the exalted Lord God,
Before all women on earth.
Draw us, Virgin unspotted, 
We run after thee, amid the fragrance of your 
perfumes.
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Communion Hymn: 268 “Ye who claim the faith of Jesus”

Words: Sts. 1–3, Vincent Stuckey Stratton Coles (1845–1929), alt.; st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895–1984) metrical Magnificat. Music: Julion, David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright: Music: Copyright © 1983, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* Postcommunion Prayer page 366

Presider  Let us pray. 

All Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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* The Blessing

* Dismissal
Following the dismissal,

People Thanks be to God. 

* Closing Hymn: 56 “O come, O come Emmanuel”

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811–1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

 Voluntary: Magnificat, BuxWV 204 Dietrich Buxtehude
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Serving Today

Presider The Rev. W. James Yazell 
Preacher The Very Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Keyse
Deacon The Rev. Barbara Wegener
Musicians The Trinity Choir, Dr. Lucas Fletcher
Lector Beth Keyse
Intercessor Deborah Buckner
Eucharistic Ministers Peter Fortner, Kay Woolley
Acolytes Jeff Johnson, Charles Shipley, Theo Elisabeth
Ushers John Braum, Oreste Minme, Troy Sorbo, Mark Galus
Greeters Bill Boyd, Connie Boyd
Altar Guild Kristy Moore, Sharon Cheers
Sound/Livestreaming Kristy Moore, Curtis Hamilton
Cathedral Kids Bethany Zaiger, Ava Kahn
Holy Hands Hospitality Barbara Wegener, Augusta Wilbon, David Kraemer, Deborah Buckner
Oblation Bearers Linda Oliver, Keith Oliver

Make your year 
end gift by 

December 31, 2024

Thank you 
for your 

generosity in 
2024

Year End Giving
We want to take a moment to express our gratitude for the generous gifts we 
receive this time of year. Your support throughout the year makes our work 
possible, but during the holidays, we are especially aware of your generosity 
and how it benefits our community. You may make your donations online 
through our website, by placing them in the Sunday offering or by mailing to the 
Cathedral office.

Donations received by mail must be postmarked by December 31 to be 
included on your 2024 contributions. Please note that the Cathedral office will have 
limited hours between December 24-January 1. If you have a question about your pledge or other giving, please contact Cathedral 
Administrator Julie Toma at jtoma@kccathedral.org or 816.214.9936.

We come together as a family to worship, learn, grow, and love. It 
is here that we ask God to bless our family, formed in faith. 

When we live together as a family, we experience many things, 
both good and bad. We rejoice together in times of celebration, 
and we mourn together in times of sadness. 

It is in this spirit that I ask you to support our 
family, formed in faith, and pledge to the work 
and ministry of our Cathedral in 2025. It is 
through your love and support of this family 
that we are able to do much good in this place 
and in this community. Thank you for your 
support, and for being a wonderful part of this 
family.

O God, our loving Creator and 
giver of all good gifts, you made 
us in your image and breathed 

in us a spirit of generosity. 

Bless our family, formed in faith, 
strengthen us and grant us the 
spirit of Christian stewardship.

Move us, we pray, to give as we 
have received — abundantly, 

generously, and joyfully — that 
our common ministry may ever 
bear witness to your unfailing 

grace.

This we ask in the Name of your 
greatest gift, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.

Place your 2025 pledge online (kccathedral.org/stewardshipkccathedral.org/stewardship) or 
by returning a pledge card in the offering or mail.
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For the complete prayer list: kccathedral.org/prayers
To place a person on this prayer list, please contact Deacon Barbara Wegener, bwegener@kccathedral.org. 

Requests are held in prayer for 90 days.

Cathedral Prayer List

December 22
Tony Carrillo
Sharon Hudson

December 23
Miles Lewandowski
George Nodler
Lenette & Steve
 Johnson

December 25
Michael John
Dennis Meehan
Arthur Mullies

December 26
John Hornbeck
Chuck & Marsy 
 Gordon

December 27
Doug & Terri 
 Curran

December 28
Dennis Morgan

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries

Please contact the Cathedral office if we 
have omitted your birthday or anniversary:  
jtoma@kccathedral.org or 816.474.8260.

Cathedral Staff: The Very Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Keyse, Dean; The Rev. W. James Yazell, Associate Priest; The Rev. Barbara Wegener, Deacon; Dr. Lucas Fletcher, Director of Music; Clare Stern-
Burbano, College, Youth & Children’s Minister; Julie Toma, Cathedral Administrator; Melissa Kilpatrick, Communications Coordinator; Holly Campbell, Events Coordinator; Steve Berman, Finance 
Coordinator; Dr. Joan Bergstrom, Sacristan & Volunteer Coordinator; Angie Graham, Facility Manager; Bianca Jackson, Assistant Facility Manager; The Very Rev. Peter J. DeVeau, Dean Emeritus; 
Canon John Schaefer, Canon Musician Emeritus

The Vestry: Steve Moore, Senior Warden, smoore@rdm.law; Valerie Johnson, Junior Warden, johnson_jb@hotmail.com; Chip Buckner, Treasurer; Blain Lagergren, Clerk; Julie Brogno; 
Sharon Cheers; Sara Copeland; Pat Decker; Nigel Jones; Paula Livingston-Lewis; Mathias Nichols; Charles Shipley; Michael Thomas

Pray for: Gail; Leesa Fanning; Lisa Helgenkamp; Mary Sklar; Sherry and Randy Mueller; Diego Garcia; Melanie Boyd; Darvin 
Weaver; Kendal Van Scoyk; D’angelo and Deondra; Ralph and Billie; Kurt Brack; All impacted by recent hurricanes; Holiday 
Travelers; Betty Loy; Sally Livengood; LaGreta Gitta; Phineas Gitta; Anne Huston Hayes; Isaiah Fanning; First Responders; Gloria 
Stocks; Jim Royer; Thaddeus Samuel Withers; Larry McMullen; All those fighting cancer; Doyle White; Mike Barzee & Family; Joyce 
Morrow; All families affected by gun violence; Charlotte Colburn 

Comfort and Peace: the family and friends of Lynn Schneider; the family and friends of James Shaffer; the family and friends of 
Bonita White; the family and friends of Donald Bradley; the family and friends of Robert Boehm; the family and friends of The Rev. 
Tim Murphy; the Welch and Immenschuh families; all families affected by gun violence 

Pray for the Departed: Lynn Schneider; Bonita White; James Shaffer; Donald Bradley; Gabriel Kney; Robert Boehm; The Rev. Tim 
Murphy; Joann Immenschuh; for all those lost in war; for all who have died from gun violence 

Diocesan Prayer Cycle: St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Savannah—Mr. Greg Hall, Bishop’s Warden; Episcopal Church Women

Weekly Flower Donations

Donations toward the weekly flowers can be given by 
anyone who wants to acknowledge special events or 
people in their lives. Gifts are accepted in any amount. 
You can mail a check to the Cathedral office, put your 
donation in a flower envelope and place in the offering 
or make a payment through our online payment site. 

See kccathedral.org/flowers for more information or 
contact Julie Toma, jtoma@kccathedral.org.

Weekly Services
Sundays: 8 (in person) & 10:30 a.m. (in person/online)—Holy Eucharist; 5 p.m.—Order for Evening & Holy Eucharist/Choral 

Evensong (in person). Wednesdays: Noon—Noonday Prayer (online); 12:05 p.m. (in person)—Holy Eucharist.
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Children
Formation Class • 9:15 a.m.
Join us for formation hour and wonder about God with your 
friends and teachers and hear sacred stores as told with the 
help of Godly Play resources! 

Cathedral Kids • 10:30 a.m. 
Cathedral Kids meets during the first half of the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service and during this time we weave together our 
sacred stories and our Episcopal identity with the Weaving 
God’s Promises curriculum! Children attending Cathedral Kids 
will meet their parents or guardians inside the tower doors 
during the passing of the peace. 

Questions? Contact Clare, childrensformation@kccathedral.org 
for more information.

Adult Formation

GHTC’s Virtual Cafe • 7:30 a.m. 
Please join us for our weekly conversation in GHTC’s Virtual Cafe! 
Tuesday mornings from 7:30–9 a.m. For details, visit kccathedral.
org/other-activities.

Women’s Bible Study • 12:30 p.m. 
Conversation is lively, thought-provoking, and often irreverent. 
All are welcome. Visit the WBS page, kccathedral.org/
adultformation/wbs for more information.

Lectionary Bible Study • 6:45 p.m.
We study the lessons for the upcoming Sunday. Join the 
Lectionary Bible Study group in Realm or visit the LBS page, 
kccathedral.org/adultformation/lbs for more details.

Tuesday

Sunday
The Path
Sundays • 9:15 a.m. • Common Room
New attendees welcome at any time!
In our Adult Formation this year we will take a journey using 
Forward Movement’s The Path, an excerpted version of the Bible 
that covers most of the major stories chronologically. Through 
The Path, we will become familiar with the grand overarching 
narrative of the entire Bible. We will learn the story of God’s 
extraordinary and unrelenting love for us in its many dimensions. 
Copies of The Path are available in the Cathedral Bookstore if you 
would like to own a personal copy. Each chapter will be printed 
out weekly and made available so that everyone can follow along.

Youth

In partnership with 
St. Paul’s on Main, 
we have been invited 
to a new volunteer 
opportunity once a 

month on Saturday mornings at St. Paul’s from approximately 
9:30 a.m. to noon. This is to assist with distribution of TEFAP 
(The Emergency Food Assistance Program). 

Upcoming TEFAP dates are January 18, February 15 and 
March 15. For additional information on TEFAP, please visit 
kccathedral.org/outreach.

To volunteer or for more information, contact Deacon 
Barbara 816.739.8032 or bwegener@kccathedral.org.
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Socks & Gloves Drive
During the months of November and December, 
Outreach will be collecting warm socks and 
gloves for both men and women.  These will be 
donated to Shelter KC at both the men’s and 
women’s centers.

Christmas Services
Tuesday, December 24, 5 p.m.—Christmas Eve (with 

Nativity Pageant)
Join us Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. and watch 

the Cathedral kids present the Nativity Pageant. 

Tuesday, December 24, 10 p.m.—Christmas Eve
Come celebrate the birth of Christ with us. 

Traditional, familiar carols and service music will be featured.

Wednesday, December 25, 10 a.m.—Christmas Day
Greet the Incarnate Lord on Christmas morning 

with a celebration of Holy Eucharist with carols and organ music.

Gifts of flowers and greens in memory of or in 
thanksgiving for a loved one help provide festive 
decorations from Christmas Eve through the Epiphany. 
You can:

• Give online (yellow give button at the top of 
kccathedral.org).

• Text “GIVETOGHTC flowers” to 73256 to give 
using your mobile device.

• Mail a check to the Cathedral office.

Please contact the Cathedral office (jtoma@
kccathedral.org) with the following information:

• The names of those you wish honored or the 
blessing(s) you wish to name.

• Your name as donor (optional).
• Your name will appear in Epiphany bulletins and 

the next issue of The Angelus.

Thank you for your generous gift in celebration of 
Christmas!

Gifts of Flowers and Greens

Winter Chili & Game Night: Friday, 
January 10, 6 p.m.
Warm up on a winter night with fun, food and 

fellowship as we share our favorite chili recipes 

and enjoy games for all ages. Bring your best chili, 

whether it’s a secret family recipe or a creative twist. 

As we savor each bowl, engage in games that promise 

laughter and joy for everyone. You are invited for the 

chance to connect with friends, share stories, and 

create lasting memories in a warm atmosphere! Sign 

up at kccathedral.org/upcoming-events. All are 

welcome whether you sign up or not. Signups help with 

planning.
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Announcements

Prayer for the Transition of Our Next Bishop 

Gracious and Loving God, we give thanks for the election of our next Bishop, Amy. Watch over Amy, her husband Jared, 
and their children Elise, Jacob, and Woodrow as they prepare to leave friends, colleagues, and neighbors to join us here in the 
Diocese of West Missouri. Open our hearts to receive your inspiration and wisdom so that we may joyfully welcome them into 
our life and ministry in You. This we ask in grateful thanksgiving. AMEN.

Today’s Focal St. John’s Bible Illumination: 

“The Magnificat” Text Treatment (Luke 1:46-55)

The Magnificat (Mary’s response to her cousin Elizabeth when visiting her following 
the Anuniciation by the angel Gabriel) is one of Christianity’s oldest Advent hymns. 
In the Saint John’s Bible the text of this hymn is highlighted in gold on a purple 
background as an indication of its importance and of its message of God’s intentions 
to subvert unjust, oppressive, and abusive human behavior and systems. It is 
sung daily at Evening Prayer by the Benedictines at Saint John’s Abbey where this 
illuminated version of the Bible was conceived and brought to completion.

The message of The Magnificat can be unsettling, especially for established systems 
where injustice exists. Consequently, on various occasions its public display has 
been prohibited. During the so-called “Dirty War” in Argentina from 1974 to 1983, for 
example, the mothers of disappeared children postered the main plaza in Buenos Aires 
with copies of The Magnificat. In response, the ruling military junta banned its public 
display. The song’s message of hope for a reordered world seemed too threatening 
to those in power. The Magnificat’s vision of reformed and renewed human systems 
characterized by love and justice is reason for it to be given such special attention in 
the artwork of Saint John’s Bible and be sung daily by the Benedictine community.

The tradition of Chrysography (Greek for “writing in gold”) extends to early 
Christianity. In this form of writing the text first was written in gesso before being 
gilded in gold leaf and burnished. Also, in ancient cultures purple frequently was the 
color of royalty and wealth. No greater text treatment could be rendered than gold 
writing on a purple background. Thus, this treatment for The Magnificat is intended to 
lift this text to the highest level of significance possible in the Saint John’s Bible.

The reality of Mary’s life and world was anything but hopeful. She was a peasant living 
under the brutality of a Roman regime. She was unmarried and pregnant in a culture 
that might have punished her by stoning. Yet, The Magnificat sings of joy, of the proud 
being scattered, the humble honored, the hungry fed, the rich being sent away empty 
handed, the powerful being brought down, and the lowly being lifted up.

Like the Benedictines of Saint John’s Abbey, do your devotional practices sustain an undying hope for a world the way God 
intends it to be? Advent is a season for renewing hope amid the darkness, unfairness, and brutality of the world as many 
daily experience it.
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