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Noonday Prayer
 Service Notes: Page numbers listed are from The Book of Common Prayer. 

 Opening Sentence page 103

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.

People O Lord, make haste to help us.

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

 
 Psalm 72:1-2, 10-17 page 726

All  Give the King your justice, O God, *
 and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
That he may rule your people righteously *
 and the poor with justice;
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
 and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
All kings shall bow down before him, *
 and all the nations do him service.
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
 and the oppressed who has no helper.
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
 he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
 and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

 Matthew 2:1-12
Officiant In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 

to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:

 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
 for from you shall come a ruler
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard 
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until 
it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road.

All  Thanks be to God.
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 Reflection

 The Prayers pages 106–107

Officiant  Lord have mercy.

People   Christ have mercy.

Officiant  Lord have mercy.

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.

Officiant  Lord, hear our prayer;

People   And let our cry come to you.

Officiant  Let us pray.

  O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who 
know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

  
 Intercessions and Thanksgivings

 Dismissal page 107

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.

People   Thanks be to God.

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
us all evermore. Amen.

The Very Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Keyse, Officiant

For your convenience, we offer the option of online giving. You may make or pay on a pledge, give a gift or make a 
donation. Thank you for your generosity.

Newcomers and visitors, welcome! We are a servant church in the heart of the city. May you find here, by 
God’s grace, that which feeds your soul, and leave here with a heart prepared to serve.


